1

Theodore Roosevelt:
Cycdone in the White House

EpmMuND MoRRIS

Despite a long, enervatin ! ican i 11t

o, rhmuj;i v gpt:)fressmn, American industry continued 1o expand and con-
q{‘ the tuentieth century. By then, economic concentration. had resulted in a handful
giant combinations that were dominating each area of industrial activity; In 1909 {-
percent of American business enterprises produced 44 percent of the nation ‘s mai:ufacn;red
goods. Mongy and property were so maldistributed that 1 percent of the United State
population — the corporate magnates and tkeirfamfliés — owned seven-cighiths of a:hes
couniry’s wealth, Middle-class families were getting by, L . :
rest — industrial workers in America’s teeming,
the South and West— lived in poverty, -

although precariously. And the

' The.PopuIr'st tovement, as we have seen, posed the ﬁrstﬂsen'ous challenge 10 the new
industrial order and the 'corpb_;ate bosses Wh:_) cont‘roll'éﬂ-ff. The Poﬁulr'.st. .imm;éents made
t_}musand.s aware q,f .thé' r}izéd Jor rg’arm— _the- need to ;:bnetétlrh.e.'- abrises of industrial
monopolies and fo prciiec't'tﬁ'g‘mass of the nation ' peoI;Ie.. So did Iibt-eral in;ellecruals and
tm.ffldl'ng jouma'limT the celebrated muckrakers who exposed g.lan‘ng‘ malpractices |

business and in municipal governments. Thanks to these wmen and women, thanks !:

fensions caused by rapid and unmanaged industrial growth, and thanks to a genuine desire

1o reviv, manitari HOCK ere em mplex Progress ve movemen
revive }m‘ anitarian . democracy, there & erged the compl ogresst| 01 i

whick lasted from the late 18905 through the First World War, For the most part, those
) 2

and the rate of expansion was even faster in the  first decade

dilapidated ciies and debtor fasmers in -

who joined the ranks of progressivism were victims of monopolies and were anxious io
dismantle the biggest of them and control the rest. .

Progressivism transcended party-labels, as Democrats and -Repuiaiicans alike took up the
banners of reform. In the Democratic party, William Jennings Bryan crusaded against the
conservative Republican—big business alliance that ran the country; later Bryan passed the
leadership of Democratic progressivism to Woodrow Wilson, the subject of a subsequent
selection, In-the Republican party, “Fighting Bob” La Foleﬁe, governor of Wisconsin,
made his siate a model of progressivism. But the best-known Progressive Republican was
the man who found himself elevated to.the White House when an assassin murdered
William McKinley in 1901, “Now look!” excaimed a homified Republican. “That
darined cowboy is president of the United States.” ' )

That damned cowboy, of course, was Theodare Roosevelt, a whirlwind of a man whose
motte was “Get action, do thii:gs; be sane, dow’t fritter away your time; create, ad, take
a place wherever you are and be somebody: get action.” Get action he did, as he hunted
big game on three continents, sparred with prizefighters, rode with cowhoys, dashed off
voluminous histories, knocked down a tough in a western saloon, led the celebrated Rough
Riders during the Spanish-American War, terrorized a police force, 1an the Empire State
as governor, and rose to the nation’s highest office. Never mind that he was an acidental

president. Onge in the presidency, he put.on a performance — for surely that is the word '

for it — that held the nation spellbound, .

What presid'éﬁt sinice the Civil War had had suck wninhibited gusto, such a sense of
the dramatic? He conduicted a vigorous foreign policy that made the United States a major
‘ pre.'sen‘ce in the world. He dispatched a fleet of white battleships around the globe and won

a Nobel Peace Prize for mediating the Russo-Japanese War. In this hemisphere, he rattled -

the Monroe Doctrine, ordered Amerigan troops to Santo Domingo, statl'am_:d rmarines in
Cuba, encouraged a revolution against the Republic of Colombia that established the new
nation of Panama, and then acquired the rights to build a canal there that would furnish

America with a lifeline to the Padfic. Roosevelt's actions in Panama were provocative, .

even unethical, but he didn’t care. As he said later, “If I had Sfollowed traditional conser-
vative methods I would have submitted a dignified state paper of probably two hundred
pages to the Congress and the debate would be going on yef, “but I took the Canal Zone
and let the Congrés debase, and while the debate goes on, the canal does also.”

He was just as vigorous in his domestic policy. He ‘trumpéted the cause of conservation,
sent troops to protect strikers in the Pennsy]vani'q coal mines, and thundered so violently
against “the malefactors of great wealth” and “the aiminal rich” that conservative Repub-
licans were appalied. The first post=Civil War president to recognize the threat of monop-
olies and trusts to America’s economic life, TR shook his fist in the face of banker J.
Pt'erpoﬁ Morgan, and his attomney general initiated more antitrust suits than all previous
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attomeys general combined. As a result, TR swon a reputation as a crusading “trust
buster.” In point of fat, he arcepted business consolidation as an economic reality in
America and, instead of erushing all business combinations, established a policy of govem-
ment scriitiny and control. Thus, he attacked only “bad” or “evil” trusts and lefi the
“good” ones alone. Indeed, as one scholar put it, “the first great wave of business consol-
idation” actually came to a dimax during' Roosevelt’s presidency. -

Betiind Roosevelt’s actions was a volatile personality that kept his legions of ﬁ:llowers
enthralléd: And that personality; full of contradiction, of great tharm and physical exuber-
‘atice, of egotistical moralizing and militarisri, ﬁmiy zxplodes Qﬁ‘ the pages that follow, In
them, “TR’s Pulitzer Pnz&—wmnmg biographer, Edmind- Moms makes us aware of the

~ importance of personal qualitiés in shaping the conduct and careers of historical  figures. As
you-read this spirited portrait; you may not a[ways hke 'I‘heodore Roosewl! but you will

" never ﬁnd hml banng

GLOSSARY

HANNA, MARK Chmrman of the Republican
National Cominittee who' aspired to take over the
White House after TR. had finished his “caretaker™
term. S

LIVINGSTONE, ROBERT Jotimalist who
pralsed TR 5 great “gift of personal magnetism,”

ROOSEVELT ALICE LEE TR s first w1fe who
died of Bright’s disease (kidney inflammation) on the
same day r.hat TRs mother dxed of typho:d fever.

ROOSEVELT, M.ARTHA BULLOCH
MITTIE? . TRs mother. .

'TEEDIE 'I'R’s boyhood mckname

WASH]NGTON BOOKER T.. The Head of
Alabama’s all-black Tuskegee | lnsutute whom TR

invited to dine at the White House; “it was the ﬁrst :

time that a president had ever entertained a black
man in the first house of the land,” and it enraged
southern white supremacists.

i

et us dispose, in short order, with Theodore
i Roosevelt’s faults. He was an incorrigible
preacher of platitudes. ... He sxgmﬁcanr.ly
reduced the wildlife population of some three conti-

nents. He piled his dessert plate with so many peaches

~ that the cream. spxl]ed over the sides. And he used to-

make rude faces out of the presidential cardiage at

'smal.l boys in the streeis of Washington.

Now those last t\_nto faglts are forgivable if we ac-
cept British diplomat Cecil Spring-Rice’s advice,
“You must always remember the President is about

" six.”” The first fault — his preachiness — is excused
" by the fact that the Arnerican electorate dearly loves a
. moralist: As to-the :si:GOki'd and most.significant fai.ﬁt
- —Theodore Roosevélt’s genuine blood-lust and de-
- site to-destroy-his adversaries, whether they be rhi-
- noceroses or.members of the United States Senate —
. itis pam_doﬁcally $o much-2 pant of his_virtues; bath .
-as a man and a politician, that I will come back to itin

more detail later,

T” One of the Jminor irritations 1 have to contend with

asa bxographer is that whenever I go to the library to-
look for books about R005evelt Theodore, they in-

@,
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fallibly are mixed up with books about Roasevelt,

" Franklin — and I guess EDR scholars have the same

problem in reverse, Time was when the single word
“R.oosevelt” meant only Theodore; FDR. himself fre-
quently had to insist, in the early thirties, that he was

_not TR's son. He was merely a fifth cousin, and what

was even more distant, a Democrat to boot. In time,
of course, Franklin succeeded in preempting the early
meaning of the word “Roosevelt,” to the point that
TR’s public i image, which. once loomed as large as
Washington's and Lincoln’ 5, began to fade like a

What intrigued me was the fact that few people
there could have known much about TR beyond the
obvious clithés of San Juan Hill and the Big Stick. Yet
somehow, subconsciously, they realized that here for

once was a positive President, warm'and tough and

Cheshire cat from popular memory. By the time of |

FDRs own death in 1945, little was left but the ghost
of a toothy grin. '

Only a few veterans of the earlier Roosevelt era
survived to testify that if Franklin was the greater pol-
itician, it was only by a ha:rsbrcadth and as far as
sheer personality was concerned, Theodore's superi-
ority could be measured in spades. They pointed out
that FDR. himself declared, late in life, that his
“cousin Ted"” was the greatest man he ever knew.,

Presently the veterans too died. But that ghostly
grin continued o float in the national consciousniess,

a5 jf to indicate that its owner was meditating a reap- '\

pearance. 1 finst became aware of the power behind
the grin in Washnngton in February of 1976. The

- National Theater was trying out an ill-fated musical

by Alan Lerner and Lconard Bernstein, 1600 Pennsyl-
vania Avenue. For two and a half hours Ken Howard
worked his way through a chronological series of im-
personations of historic Presidents, The audience sat
on its hands, stiff with boredom. untl the very end,
when-Mr. Howard clamped on a pair of pmce—nez
and a false mustache, and bared all his teeth in a grn.
The entire theater burst into delighted applause.

From Edmund Moiris, “Theodore Roosevelt, br:sidonn;' Ameritan
Heritage, June/July 1981, Vol: 32, No. 4 © 1981 by Amcrican Her-
itage, a division of Forbes Inc, Reprinted by permission.

. Bully, and you'll . .

'

-said “William Allen White,

marked, *
men 1 know."” John. Morley made a famous compati-:
_son in 1904 between Theodore Roosevelt and the
_ Niagara Falls, “both great wonders of nature.” John
Bun‘oughs wrote. that. TR's mere proximity made

authoritative and funny, who believed in America and

who, to quote Owen Wister, “grasped his optimism

tight lest it escape him.”

In {recent times] Theodore Roosevelt has made his
long-promised comeback. He has been the subject of
2 Newsweek cover story on Aserican heroes; Russell

Baker has called him a cinch to carry all fifty states if

he were running for the White House today; he’s
starring on Broadway in Tintypes, on television in
. see him on the big screen in Rag-

[

time. Every season brings a new crop of reassessments.

in the university presses, and as for the pulp mills, he
figures largely in the Jacest installment of John Jakes’s
Kent Chronicles, No time like the present, therefore,
to study that giant personality in color and fine detail.

When feféi—ring to Theodore Rooseveit I do not
use the word * “glant” loosely. “Every inch of him,”
' “was overengined.”
Lythan Gage likened him, mentally and physically, to

his riormal appetite was enough for four people,

Charles ]. Bonaparte estimated that his mind moved:
ten times faster than dverage, and TR himself, not

wanting to get into” double figures, modestly re-
I have enjoyed as much of life as any nine

him nervous. “Therc was always something immi-
nent about }um, like an avalanche that the sound of

" your voice lmght loosen.” Ida Tarbell, sitting next to

him at a musicale, hgd a sudden hallucination that the
President was about to burst. “I felt his clothes might
not contain him, he was so steamed up, so ready to
g0, to attack anything, anywhere.” ___l
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TWO FACES OF PROGRESSIVISM

Reading all these remarks it comes as 2 surprise to

discover that TR s chest measured a normal forty-two -

inches, and that he stood only five feet nine in his size
. seven shoes. Yet unquestionably his initial impact was

‘physical, and je Wwas overwhelming. I have smused

| myseff 0_?’61' ,Lh{e years with collecting the metaphors
that Vco:._-l‘rtf;rzdp?i;\a:r_ia_ used to describe this Roosevelt-
jan p;gqenqe._”__‘!—_lggc’s a randorm selection. [Novelist]

Edith Wh:u'ton chought him rydicactive; Archie Butt

20 orhers used phrases 1046 wih clectriciy, high-
:vqltagf w’_in;s___, generators, and dynamos; Lawrence
Ab_bott QQ?I{‘P?IECU}QB t0 an electromagnetic nimbus;

John Burroughs to 5 kind of electric bombshell, if-

'Fhefel can i}_g_ §uéfz a r.hmg James E. Watson was re- .
minded of TNT; and Senator Joseph Foraker, in an

excess of imagination, called TR “a steamn-engine.in -

trousers.” There are countless: other steam-engine
‘metaphors, from Henry Adams’ “swifi and awfil
Chicago express” 1o Henry, James's ‘;véﬁly, a won-
) 'c?erﬁﬂ l:fttle_r_m‘d.chine:_r Vd;csﬁn‘éd to bepY{:stned, per-
haps, but not 25 yet, truly, betraying the least creak.”
Lastiywe have Iwestern writer] Owen Wister com-
paniig TR to a solr confligration that cast. no -
sl_lado_w, on]y_ r'-agli:.jnce.‘_" T -

V'c'Snly to TR's Pphysical _ effect, which was felt with
| equa.l power by ﬁjqnds_md ¢nemies. People actually
tngled in his corn;_:aii_y; there was something sensually

stimulating about it, They came out of the presiden-

© tial office ﬂu&heé, sho:f—brea&x_éd, energized, asif they .

had been tlr'éaftd“‘té a smﬁ' of white powder. He had,

as Oscar Straus’ once said, “the quality of vitalizing.

_ ‘things.” H1sy0uthﬁllness (he was not yet forty-three .

at the beginning of his first term, and barely fifty at the

- end of his second), his air of glossy pood. health, his

' powerful haljlidshake—-—‘all these things combined to

.gi\'fe an impression of imresistible force and personal ..
impetus,’ . ‘ I :
“But TR Wasnotjust a _}éﬁysical phenomenon, In .
: many ways r.he qual]ty of hls Personality was more re-
markab]f: than its.quant_ity.'Herc again, 1 have discoy-

P
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Tbe§¢‘m'eﬁpho'g§'=souhé fi_.llsome,_;i.m.t they-r;fer s

ered recurrences of the same words in contemporary

descriptiofs, One of the more frequent images is that
ofsweem:s's. “He Was-as sweet a man,” wrote Henry
Watterson, “as ever scuttled a ship or cut a throar.”
But MOst Cominents are kinder than that. *There is 2
sweeme'ssiébg_iéii"ﬁiié that 'ié_vefy compelling,” sighed
Woodrow Wiksori. “You can’t resist the man.” Rob.
ert Liﬁﬁgéféné,_ a journalist, 'wrote';éfte;f TR's death:
“He had-the double gifis of a sweet narare that came
-out in every’ handtouck’ and’ tbnfe_;' and a sincerely
y -p.owerfiﬂ' personality thiat léft:ﬂ;xé‘ﬁn:;ﬂ'aéeab]e impres-
sion ‘that whatever he sa.ldwas fight. Such a com-
bination was simply” ir;esisﬁ]ﬁig.;; Li\g}ﬁgstone’s final
verdict was-that ‘Theodore Roosevelt had © ungues-
~tionably the preatest gift of bén’éﬁal I-i;;:agnetism ever
possessed by'an Ameiican.”

‘That may-or ‘may not be true, but certainly there
‘are very few recorded examples of anybody, even
‘TRs bitterest political critics, being able.to resist him
1n-person. ‘Brand Whitlock, MarkTwam, John Jay

- Chapmian, ‘William Jennings Bryan, afid Henry James

-were all séduced by hls charm, if bniy'temporarﬂy.
Peevish little Henry Adams spent much of the period
from 1901 to 1909 pennirig  series of magnificent
insults to the Presideﬁt’s‘fep'u_'téﬁdn. But this did not
prevent hira' from écce;'_)tiﬁ:g"Eeqlicntji'r'nﬁtations to
dine -zt the White House' and basking gloomily in
TR’s effulgence. By the time the Roosevelt era came

to an end; Adams wis inconsolable, “My ast vision

~-of fun and gaiety will vanish when my Theodore goes

+ » « EVeT can 'wé replace him.”

~ It a"pity that the ‘two men never had a public
slanging mateh- over the: t_able,- bécause when it came
-to',pe'rsonal"im'r'ec.‘ti_vc, TR could givé.éﬁ"guod as he
got. There wis thé ‘raihér slow British ambassador
v..vhom he accused of havinig “a mind that functions at
SIX guinea-pig power.” Thére wis the State Supreme
Court Justice he called *5n amiable old fazzy-wuzey
with sweetbread brains.” There was that “unspeak-
able villainous [ittle monkey,” Président Castro of

Venezuela, and Presidént Ma oquin of Colombia,

whom he described in one word as a “Pithecan-
thropoid.” Woodrow Wilon was “a Byzantine
logathete™ {even Wilson had to go to the dictionary
for that one); fretail magnate] John Wanamaker was
“an’ ill-constitutioned - creature, oily, with bristles

sticking up through the cil,” ahd poor Senator War-
renPleffer never quite recovered from béing called “a

pin-headed anarchistic crank, of hirsute and slabsided

-aspect.” TR did not use bad language — the nearest

to.it Bve found is his déscription of {jurist and stites-

.- man] Charles Evans Hughes a5 ' psalm~singing son

of a bitch,” but then Charles Evans Hughes tended to

. invite such- descriptions, Maredver; TR usually tock

the sting out-of his insults by collapsing into laughter
-as_he-uttered them.-Booth Tarkington detected *an

- undertone of Homeric: chuckiing” even when Roo-
sevelt seemed to be serously castigating someone —

"as if, after all, he loved the fun of hating, rather than
. the haong itself™ - o

Humeor, indeed, was. always TR's saving grace. A
-reporter who spent 2 week ‘with himin the White
House calculated that he laughed; on average, 2 hun-
dréd -times a -day —and what was more, laughed
heartily. “He laughs like ‘an irresponsiblé schoolboy

.. on:a lark, his face flushing ruddy, his eyes nearly

closed, - his utterance - choked : with merriment, His
speech abandoned for a weird falsetto. . . . The Presi-
dent is a joker, and {what many jokers are not) a hu-
morist as well.” o ’

¥ there were nothing more to Theodore

humor, and charm, he would indeed have been what
_he sometimes is misperceived to be; a simple-minded,
_amiable bully. Actually he was an exceedingly com-
plex man, a polygon-(to use Brander Matthews’
word) of so many political, intellectual, and social fac-
_ets that the closer one gets to him, the less one is able
t0 see him in the round.-Consider merely this random
list of attributes and achievements: h
.He graduated magna cum laude from Harvard Uni-
versity. He was the author of a four-volume history of

Roosevel’s personality than physical exuberanice,

10 THEODORE ROOSEVELT: CYCLONE IN THE WHITE HOUSE

the winning of the West which was considered defin-
itive in his lifetime, and a history of the naval war of -
1812 which remains definitive to this' day. He also
wrote . biographies of . Thomas Hart Benton,

‘Gouverneur Morris, and Oliver Cromwell, and some

fourteen other volumes of history, natural history, lit-
erary criticism, autobiography, political philosophy,
and mi]ita;iy fnem_oi_rs; not to mention countless arti-
cles and _azﬁjJrQ)c:ixnatgly seventy-five thousand letters.
He spent ﬁéaﬂyjﬁh.r,eg.yegrs,(if his life. in Europe and
the Levant, and had a wide circle of intellectual

' correspondcnts on both sides of the Atlantic. He

habitually read one to three books-a day, on sub-
jects ranging from a.rchiteptu_m_'tq zoology, averaging
‘fwo ot three pages a minute and effortlessly memoriz-
ing the paragraphs that interested him. He could re-
cite poet_:‘y"bfthé hour in English, German, and
Frénch. He married two women and fathered six
children. He was a boxing championship finalist, a
Fifth Avenue spcia_lité,' a New York State Assembly-
man, i Dakota cowboy, 2 deputy sheriff, a president
of the Little Missouri Stockmen’s Association, United
StatesCl\nl Service Commissioner, Police Comrnis-
sioner of New York City, Assistant Secretary of the
Na}‘f?,“"Col_on:l' of .the Rongh Riders, Governor of
New York, Vice-President, and finally President of -
the Uhited States. Hq was a founding member of the
National Institute of A.ns and Letters and a fellow of
the- American Historical Society. He was accepted by
Woashington's ;éicn'tj.ﬁc community as a skilled omi-
thologist, paléonto]qé_;’st, and taxidermist {during the
White House years, specimens that confused experss
at the Smithsonian were occasionally sent to TR
for identification), and he was recognized a5 the
world authority on the big-game mammals of North
Arerica, ' '
© Now all these a(_;hicvcment;'predace,his assumption
of the Presidency — in other words, he packed them
into his first fbi-ty'-thn;_:e years. I will spare you another
list of the things he packed into his last ten, afier leav-
ing the White House in 1909, except to say that the
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total of books rose to thirty-cight, the total of étters
to 150,000, and the catalogue of careers expanded to
include world statesman, big-game collector for the
+ Smithsonian, magazine columnist, and South Amen—-
can explorer, ~ ~ © -}

I it were possible to ta.ke a cross section of TR's

-personality, as geologists,rsay, ponder a chunk of .

continent; you woiild bé presented with a picture of
séismiic tichness and’ conﬁmon ‘The rnost order I
have beén able to make of i it isto lsolate four major
character seatiis. They. might be’ traced back to child-
hood; Each'seanr stood out bnght and clear in youth

and ear]y middle age, but they began to merge’ about .

‘the time he was forty. lndeed the wh.tte heat of
the Pres:dency soon fused thiem all’ mto solid rneta]
Butso' lohg 2 they were distinct they may be 1dent1-—
fied as aggression,” nghteousness,“ pnde, and milita-
rism: Before | suggesting how they affected his perf'or-
mance ‘35 *President; Id like to expiam how they
ongmated '

The miost fundamenta.l charaetensnc) of Theedore:-
Roosevelt was his aggresnon — conquest bemg, to-

him, synonymons with' growth From the moment -

he firs¢-dragged breath into his asthmanc lungs, the.
sickly lictle’ boy fought fora larger share of the world, .

‘He“could never get enough air; dlsease had to. be :

destroyed *he had to fight his way through big, heavy
books to gain a'man’s knowledge. Just as the struggle
for wind ‘made him strétch his chest, so did the dif.
frculty of relatmg to abnormally contrasting parents
extend his - imagination, 'I‘heodore Senior was the

“epitomeé of ‘hard; thrustmg Northem . manhood;

Mittie Ricosevelt was the | ‘quintessence of soft, y:eld-»

_in fascmauon while a tiny shrew- euccesswely'
B voured a-mass of beetles, then a-mouse twice h

over Weakness, Right over Wrong, Reahsm over
Romance. :
Teedie’s youthful “oferv-a-tions” in natural his-
tory gave him further proof of the laws of natizal se-
lection, long. before. he fully .understood {C Tles|
Darwin and Herbert Spencer. For-weeks he watched

ze,
then a snake so-large it whipped her from side to side
of the cage ‘as:she ‘was ghawing through its .
From then on the. rule .of tooth and claw, aJded by

~ superjor mtelllgence was a persistent- l:heme in Theo—

. dore Roosevelt’s writings. - :
Blood sports; which he took up as a“result: of' his
shootmg for. specimens; enabled him" to feel the
“smong eager pleasure” of the shrew ‘in vanqmshmg
ever larger foes; his exubarant dancing and whoopmg
after. killing a. Pparticulary -dangerous” animal struck

..more than one-observer as micabre. From among his

own kind, at college, he selected the fairest and most
unobtainable mate — “See that gitly 't going.to
many her: She won’t have me, bii-I'am going:to
KaVé her?” “—3hd he' ferociously hunted her down.
That was Alice Lee Roosevelt mother of the late
Alice Longworth. . S S

During his first years in politics, in the New York

. ‘State: Assembly, he won power :hrough constant: at—

~tack. The death -of Alice Lee, ‘coming a5 it did just

after the birth of his first child -— at-thé moment of
fruition of his manhood — only intensified his will to
fight. He hurried West, to where ‘the-battle for ].\fe

- was fiercest. The West-did not vwelcoiie himy; it had

ing Séuthern femmlmty The. Civil War — the first:

pollucal phenomenon htt]e Teed:e was ever aware
of — symboheal]y opposed one to the other. There _
'Was nio question 35 to which side, and which parent,,

the child preferred He' naughuily prayed God,:in.

Mittie’s presence, to “gnnd the Southern oops

"o powder,” and the \nctory of Union arms re-
mforced h:s behef in the superiority of Sl:rength

to.be won, like? everythmg else hie luseed for. Win it
he did, by dint-of the greateit ‘physical and menual

- -stretchings-out hehad yer made, In déirig so he bu:lt

- up the magnificent body that becaiié such’an inspira-

tion to.the Americani people {one frail litle boy who

- vowed to follow the President’s example ‘was the fi-
. ture world: heavyweight champzon “Gene Tunney).

And by living on equal terns with the likes of
Hashknifs Simpson, Bat Masterson, Modesty Carter,,

! USE
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Bronco Chadie Miller, and Hell-Roaring Bill Jones,
he added another mental frontier to those he aiready
had’ 1nhented at birth. Theodore Roosevelt, Eastern
son of a Northern father and a Southem mother,
could now call himself a Westemer also,

TR's second goveming impulse was his persenal
nghteoosness As one reviewer .of his books- re-

. marked He seems to have been. bom with his mind

made up No vmlent shocks.disturbed his tranguil,
prosperous chﬂdhood in New York. City. Privately
educated he suﬁ'ered none. of the ‘traumas of school,

‘ Thanks to the secunty of l'us home, the strong leader-

shrp of h1s father, and the adoration of his brother and
sisters, Teedle entered adolescence with no sexual or

' psyehologlcai doubts whatsoever. Orifhe had any, he

simply reasoned them out, according: to” the Judeo-
Christian principles Theodore Senior had taught him,

" teached the proper moral decision,.and that was that.
' “Thank heavenf“ he wrote in his diary after falling in’

love w:th Ahce Lee "I am perfecdy pure.”

His three great bereavemenls {the death of his fa-

ther in 1878 and the deaths of his mother and wife-in
the same house a.nd on the same day in 1884) came

- too 1ate in his development to do him any permanent
’ emonona] damage, They only served to convince him

more that he must be strong, honest, elean-living, and
mdustnoue “At least | can live,” he wrote, “so as not
ges dsshonor the inemory of the dead whom T so
loved,” and never was a cliché more heartfelt. Exper-
iment aﬂer er(p_eriment proved the correctness of his
instincts — in gradoadng magna cum laude from Har-
vard, in marrying successfully, in defying the doctors

who ordered him to live a sedentary Jife, in winning

international acclaim as writer and politician long

" before he was thirty. (He received his first nomina-

tion for the Presidency, by the Baltimore American,

when he was only twenty-eight; it had to be pointed

out to the newspaper’s editor that he was consti-
tutio-na]l-y‘ debarred from that honor for the next
SEVET) Yeats.) : .

In wild Dakota Temtory, he proceeded to knock

" man,” Harrison growled “wanes 0. put the whole

down insolent cowboys, establish the foundations of

federal government, pursue boat thieves in the narne o
of the law, and preach the gospel of responsible c1t-1;- ‘

zenship. One of the first things he did after 'Benjamm .
Harrison appointed him Civil Service Commissionet -
was call for the prosecution of Postmaster General .
William Wallace of Indmnapohs—who just hap-
pened to be'the President’s best. friend. “That young . - -

world ‘right'between sunfise and sunset.” E
~TRs egotistic morallzmg asa reform Police Com— :
missioner of New York Clty was 5o insufferable that = -

the Herald puhhshed a transcnpt of one of his speeches o

with-the pezsonal pronoun emphasrzed in heavy type-
Thé effect, in a column of gray newspnnt was of -
buckshot at close range, This did not stop TR. from
using the personal pronoun thirteen times in the first .
for sentences of his account of the Spamsh -American
War. In' fact, a story went around, that halfway.
throigh the ty'pesettmg, Scnbner s had o sen-d for an
extra supply of capitdl I's.

The' third eharactensuc of Theodore Roosevelt’s
personality was his sense of pride, both a8 an aristocrat
and as an American, From birth, servants and trades-
people defen-ed to him. Men and women of high -
quality came to visit hls pareno and treated him as one
of their number. He accepted his status witho.ut ques—

" tion, as he did the charitable responsibilicies it en-
tailed. At a very early age hé was required to accom--
pany his father on Sunday excursxons to a lodging
house for Irish’ newsboys and a mght school for litde

* Italians. It cannot have escaped his attention that cer-

tain mlrmgrant groups lacked the :ntellectual and so-
cial graces 1 of others Extended tours of Europe and
the Levantasa c]-u]d teen—ager, and young man s00R .
taughit him that this was not due to ethnic. inferority
so mirch as to centuries of economic and political de-
privation, Prosperous, mdependent countries like En-
gland and Germany were relatively free of slums and
disease; but in ltaly women ‘and children scrabbled
like chickens for scraps of his cake, and in Ireland
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spbe v dowvr in the road from sheer hunger. From
\\in s e read, things were no bettcr in the Slavic
CeOHITILS, !

. Only in Amegcs, with its hmlr,lcss econom:c op-
portunities and freedom -from pohoca.l bondage,
might these peasants begii to 1mprov€thezr stock.
And only in Atherica coald they revitalize their racial

characteristics. His own extreme]y mixed ancestry

proved that a generation or-fwo ‘of i in the New
World was. ~enough-to blend all kinds of European

_blood into anew, dynamic Aisericin breed. {As. Pres

ident..he had a-habit when shaking harids with ethmc .
groups of saying, “Congritilations, I'm German )

f”

_and “Dee-lighted! T'in* akso- Scotch Irish, you
know!” Newspapermen privately referred to him as
“OMd Fifty-seven Varieties.™)

TR, knew the valite of ari ethnic voté as well as the
next man. There is a famous — - alas, probably apocry-

tOO

phal-—story of his appointment of Oscar Straus as .

the first Jewish Cabinet officer in Amictican hlstory

Ata banquet to celebrate the appointment, TR made
a passionate. speech full of phiases like * regard]ess of
I, or creed™ and then turned to Jacob Schlff
the Ncw York Jewish leader, and said, “Isn’t that so,
Mr, SchlfP” But Schiff, who was vety deaf and had

heard little of the speech, replied, “Dot’s right, Mr.

Presxdent YOu came to-me and said, ‘Chike, who is
der bcst Choo.I can put in-de Cabinet?™

TR realized, of course, that the gap between him-
self and Joe Murmay — the Irish ward-heeler who got

_ him into the New York Assembly — was unbridge-

able outsnde of politics. But ih America a a low-bom

man had the opportunity — the - duty — to fight l'us

way up Erom the gutter, as Joe had done. He n-ught
then merit an invitation to lunch at Sagamore Hill, or

X,
- at least tea, assuming he .wore a clean shirt and ob- ;

served decent proprieties.

Here I mnust emphasize that TR was not a snob in
the trlvml sense. He had nothing but contempt for the

_[anstocratlc] Newport set and the more languid
’ members of the Four Hundred, When he said, ‘at

twenty-one, that he wanted to be 2 member of “th-
governing class,” he was aware that it was socially be
neath his-own.- At Albany, and in the {Dakota] Bad
Lands, and as Colonel of the Rough Riders, hc pre-
ferred to. work: with men who were coarse but. effi-

~ cient, rathér than those who were po]nshed and weak.

- He believed, he-said; in" “the: ans:o:racy of worth,”

’ .and cherished the revohition that had allowed such an

elite to rise-to the: top’in- govemment On the othc‘r
hand {to.use his: favorite “phirase) the historian john
Blum has noted that ‘he rarely’ appomted impover-

. .ished or unlettered. men to responszble positions. He

made great-political- capical, ay Presxdent of the’ fact
_that his sons atténded-thie village schooi at Oyster Bay.
along with the sons of his servants, of whom at least
one was black; but as sogii as the' boys reached pn-
‘berty he whisked them-offto Grotor.

.. Only the.very ‘young or very o]d dared call him
“Teddy” ta his face, /R cosevilt was a patnc:lan to the
tips of his:tapering finpers; yet he mamtamed till death

_ _what.one comespondent called. an “almost unnatural”

ldcn

ty with the masses. “T don’t see how you under-
stand the common people so- well, “Theodore,” com-
plamed Henry Cabot Lodge. “No, Cabot you never

will,” said TR, gnnmng triumphantly, ‘becausc fam.

one of them, and you:are not.” TR, deladed hlmself
st plebelan strength’ was due to understandmg, not
emparhy - :
The. fourth and - final major trait of Theodore
Roosevelts character was his militarism. T will not

- dcal wn:h it-in.much, detail becase it is 5 familiar as-,

pect of him, and-in-any case did not ‘manifest atself
much durmg his Presidency. There is rio doubt that j in
youth and again in-old age, he wasin love with war;
but oddly enough, of all our great Presidents, he re--

‘ mams the only one not- primarily associated with war

(mdeed he won the Nobel Peace Prizt i in 1506).

He did.not lack for military infhiénces as a child;
four of his Georg:an ancestors had been mlhtary men,
and stories. of their. explons ‘were told him by his

mother. Two .of his uncles served with distinction in -

USE
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e Coﬁfcderate 'na\n,; — a fact of which he proudly
. Bousts in his Autobwgraphy, while making no reference
to-his father’s cwthan status.

his natural aggression, as
traction too: he read abstract tomes on armaments,

stra-
navigation, ballistics, strategy, and service admini

tion as greedily as swashbuckling memoirs. Nothing is
more femarkable- abput-The Naval War of 1812 than
. its cold impartiality, its uséof figures andmdxagmms to
destroy - patriotic: myths. Roose_jék on_derstood that
great battles are fough-'t' by' think'ing men, that mental
courage is superior to. physaca] ‘bravado. Nobody
thrilled more to ‘the ttamp of marching boots than
he, but he believed that men must march for
honorable reasons, in obedience to the written orders
of a democratically elected Commander in Chief. In
t-ha): rcspectt at_least, the pen was ‘mightier than the
sword
Now how much did these four character traits ~—
”aggrcsszon, rightecusness, pride, and militarsm — af-
fect 'TRs performance as President of the United
States’ The answer is, strongly, as befits a strong char-
- “acter and a strong Chief Executive. The way he ar-
rived at this * *personal equation” is interesting, be-
cause he was actually -in a weak position at the
bégir:ning of-hjs first administration.

as an. lnte]Jccruai at-

When TR took the oath of office on September
14, 1901, he was the youngest man ever to do so — 3
Vice President, elevated by assassination, confronted
by a nervous Cabinet and 2 hostile Senate.’ Yet ﬁ'orn
the moment he raised his hand in that linde parlor in
Buﬂ'alo, it was apparent that he intended to tramslate
his personal power into presidential power. The hand

- drd not stop at the shoulder; he-raised it high above

his head, and held it theré, “steady as if carved out of
marble.” His nght foot pawed. the floor. Aggression.
He repeated thc words of the oath confidendy, add-
ing an extra phmse, not called for in the Constitution,
at the end *“And so I swear,” Righteousness. His two
senior Cabmet ofﬁcers, {Seeretary of State] john Hay
and [Secretary o_t: the Treasury] Lyman ‘Gage, were
not pres:en-t ‘;\t the ceremony, but TR announoed that
they had telegraphr:d promises of loyalty to him. Ac-
I:uaily they had not; they were both:considering resig-
nation, but TR kn_e_w any such resignations would be
construed as votes of no confidence:in -him,_and he
was detenr-ained_,to.for_estalLthem. By announcing that
Hay and Gage would stay, our of Joyalty to the. menm-
ory of :hé_'d;;id President, he made it morally impas-
sible for them to quit, Pride,
As for'-h;ditéris:ﬁ,- TR was seen much in the com-
pany of the New York State Adjutant General the
next few days, and an armed escort of cavalrymen: ac-
companied him wherever he went. This was perhaps
understandable, in view of the fact that a President .
had jus:t‘ Beén assassinated, but it is a matter of record
that mére and more uniforms were seen glittering
around TR a5 the months and years went on, Toward
the end of his second_a_clnumsr.mnon, Harper's Weekly
complained that “there has been w'rtn_essed under
President Roosevelt an exclusiveness, a ngor of eti-
quette, and a d:splay of swords and gold braid such as
none of his, predecessors ever dreamed of.” .
As the thcamcai gestures at TR’s Inauguration
make plain, he was one of the most flagrant showmen
ever to tread the Washmgton boards He had a genius
for dramatic entrances — and alwayc was sure the
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spottight was trained his way before he made one,
The first thing he asked at Buffalo was, “Where are ali
the newspapenmens” Only three reporters were pres—
ent. His secretary explained that ,therc Was no room

. for monc;--lgnoﬁng&n; TR sexft out for the rest of
dozeri scribes came joyfilly

the <press comps. Twgo

* crowding in, and--thc'subsek‘;uent"'bi‘égéedings_ were
reported to the nation. with 4 wealth of detail, z

‘Here again we sec'd'patterni of pre 0

mance developing. T He exaggeritec

concem for the

‘Tights of reporters, the' carcfuliy stiged gestures (so
¢ ©asy to write up, such fug to read a}b_éqt!),}-— it was as

“if he sensed right away that a tame pié's.ﬁ'_.,_ and.an i_nﬁ_it;

uated public, wcre-'hié_ﬁurési: guaranteesof ‘political se— .
 Tight in 1904 —

curity. ‘To win election in his own
his overiding ambition fof die next three years — he

enlist: theiraid in' moal warfare agamst hls politicl:;!.f..
©PpoRents, notably Senator Mark Hanna, (Hanna was
chairman of the Ré}iljbli_ééﬁ Nat-idﬁ_z_ﬂ_ Cc__);hmittec and

- the obvious theice to take ‘over M@:K_jniéy"s govern-.

‘ment after “that 'da.r'ﬁned"tr:d\i\}bby,"’ias;he called TR,

had filled-in as inferin; caretaker.)

The new Pr’esi‘dc’r‘:'t'_"' aéﬁﬁrﬁihgly ) topi;_ his case ._
straight to ‘the press and the public. Both instandy fell

in love with him: Neither seemed to. notice that ad-
* minisratively and _legisladvély he accomplished virtu-

- ally nothing in"his first year in office, A.'s'David_ S,

Barty of the ‘S ivfdfel"“quseVeitfs personality was
s0' fascinating, Vsd"appea_.l'i‘ngr to the popular fancy, so
overpowering, 5o slive, and alﬁqggthqf_sb_unique that,

-« - i overshadowed his public acts; that is. the public
- Was more interested ini him, and the way he did thihgs

-« - than they were aboist what he did” _ -
This does not mean that TR, rmnage .

tried; to plesse all the ‘people all the time. He Was
quite ready 'td'aﬁ'f:«zgo_ﬁ-izé a léx_'gé minority in order to.
"win the approval of 3 smail majority. The swords had
hardly stopped mtdmg ont '_e_- top of Mci{in.ley’s cof-
fin when the following pr s release was issued: “Mz,
Booker T, Washih'gfon'_'_bf Tusk‘ége,e,;ﬁljab&llma, dined
with the President Jast evening.” Now this release, ar-
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This ﬁmgw_p&utograph of Teddy ‘Rbé:eirdt-ib}:is taken in 1912,
The.moustache arid toothy grins, the Laughing eyes crinkled shut

. behind wire-rimmed glasses, have becomse carizatiine Symbols of TR

3‘_&&: we recaggi;e easily in- our owi-day. Yot theyare equally
evidence of ti_:e_' peasonal chatm an sell-confidence that were the key

{b TR enomous Popudarity,.a Ppopularity that, when compined
with his aggression, his pride, and his parriotiom, made ki a

successfil president, (Brown Brothers)

guably the shortest and'mdéf"kxblokive ever put out
by.the White House, has ‘dlways been assuried to be a
reluctane confirmation of the discovery of 2 reporter
combing TR guE'sEjb‘ooE”Aciﬁall)'rqlthe President

-himself issued it, at twi: o’clock in the morming ~—

that is, just in time for maxirniim eXposure in the first

«- edition of the newspapers, By ‘breakast time white
-supremacists -all ‘over the South were gagging over

their grits at such headlings a ROOSEVELT DINES A
NIGGER, and PRESIDENT PROPOSES T0 CODDLE THE
SONS OF HAM. This wis the first time that a President
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had ever entertained a black man in the first house of
the land. The public outery was deafening — horror
in the South, acclamation in the North — but over-
night 9,000,Q00 Negroes, hitherto doyal to Senator
Hanna, trooped into the Rooseveltian camp. TR
nre‘v_e;'fel‘tr the need to dine 2 black man again.
'JAl:hppg]; _\j.re may have no doubt he had the redis-
tribution of Southem patronage in ‘miind wheri he

 sent his invitation to Washington, another motivé was

simply tg:_ stamp -a bright, clear, first impression of

]-umself upon the public imagination he'séern'le’d'.
t_o‘B'e,; s;_;:;;yi_pg, “am.a man-aggressive ¢notigh to c_:ha__liéijg:a ,

a hundred-year prejudice, - righteoiss enough ‘to do

|50 for ‘moral reasons; and proud-endugh ‘to advertise
the fact” e T :

Again and again during the next seven years, he re-
inforced these perceptions. of his personility, He ag-
gressively prosecured J. P, Morgan, Edward H. Harri-

. .man, and John D. Rockefeller {the holy tririity of
. 'lAn}gﬁcan capitalism}. in the Northém Securities anti_

trust case, threw the .Monroe Doctiine at Kaiser

: Wﬂl;élrn's feet like a-token of War in the Caﬂbbcén;

rooted out cormiption in his-own administration, and
cru;shed Hanna’s 1904 presidentil challenge by pub-
licly humiliating the Senator wheri he was running for

reelection in 1903, He righteously took the side of the _

An_'-_z:erig:an worker and the Americari consurmer against
big business in the great anthracite [coal] strike fin
Pennsylvania], proclaimed the vanity of muckrake

Joumalists, forced higher ethical standards upon the

food and drug industry, ordered the'dis'h_o'h'émble_dis:—

. ..Charge of 160 Negro soidiers [chiirged With rioting

and shooting in “the Brownsville Affais” in Tcxss}_,l

-and to quote Mark Twain, ““dug’so many tunnels

under the Constitution that the transportation facili-
ties enjoyed by that document ate rivalled only by the
City of New York.” . .

For example, when the anthracite strike began to
drag into the freezing fall of 1 902, TR’s obvious sym-
pathy for the miners, and for millions of Americans
who, could not afford the tise in fuel prices, began to
Worty conservative membérs of Congress. One day

Reepresentative James E. Watson was-horrified to hear
that the President had decided to send federal troops
in to reopen the anthracite mines on grounds of gen-
eral hardship. Watson rushed rownd: to the White
House. “What about the Constitution ‘of the United
Star'p_si_{f " he pleaded. “What about seizing private
propetty for public purposes ‘without the due pro-
cesses of law?” : -

TR wheeled around, shook Wation by the shoul-

der, and roated, “To-hell with the Constitution.when the 7

people want. coal™ Remarks like that civsed old Joe

Cannon o sigh, "Roqmvclt’s_gdt_nq"more respect for ¢

the Constitution than a tomcdt ‘has for a marriage
license.” . o

Pride, both in himself and his office, was particu- -

lardy. noticeable in TR’s second term, the so-cafled
imperial years, when Henry James complained,
“Theodore. Rex is distinctly tending — or trying to
make a court.” But.this accusation Was not true. Al-

. t_lrlough‘ the Roosevelts entertained fuch more elabo-
fately than any of their predecessors; they confined

their pomp and protocol- to-occisions of state. At
times, indeed, they were remarkable for the all-
American variety of their gaests. On any given day

one might find-a Rough Rider, & poet, a British vis- .

count, a wolf hunter, and a Rooman Catholic cardinal
at the White House table, each ‘being treated with the
gentlemanly naturalness which was one of TR's inost
endearing traits.. His pride manifested itself in things
like his refusal to address foreign monarchs as “Your

- Majesty,” in his offer to mediate the' Russo-Japanese

War {no American President had yet had such global
presumptions), and, when he won the Nobe! Peace
Prize for successfully bringing thé war to a con-
clusion, .in refising to keep 2 penny of the forty-
thousand-dollar prize money. This vas by no means

-an easy decision, because TR could have used the

funds: he spent all his- presidential salary on official
fun;tions and ‘was “not himself 5’ wealthy man. He
confessed he was tempted to put the Nobel money
Into a trust For his children, but decided it belonged to
the United States,
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Pride and patriotism were inseparable in Theodore
Rouvsevelt’s character; indeed, if we accept Lord
" Morely's axiom that he “was”_America, they may be
considered as complementary characteristics. And
neither of them was false. Just as he was always willing
to lose a political battle in order to win a political war,
50 in diplomatic negotiations was he sedulous to allow
his opponents the chance to save face — take all the
glory of setdement if need be — as long as the essen-
tial viétory was his.

As T have noted eatlier, TR’s militarism did not

loom large during his Presidency. The organizational .

structure of the ULS. Army was revamped in such a
way as to strengthen the powers of the Commander
in Chief, but Secretary of war EliHli_ Root takes credit
for that. TR can certainly take the credit for expand-
- ing the American Navy from fifth to second place in
the world during his seven and a half years of power
—an amazing achievement, but quite in keeping
with his policy, inherited from Washington, that “to
be prepared for war is the most effectual means to
promote peace.” The gunboat TR sent to Panama in
1903 was the only example of him shaking a naked
mailed fist in the face of a weaker power; for the rest
of the time he kept that fist sheathed in a velvet glove.
The metaphor .of velvet on iron, incidentally, was
TR’s own; it makes a refreshing change from the
Big Stick. ' '
I 1 may be permitted a final metaphor of my own,
1 would like to quote one from The Rise of Theodore
Roosevelt in an attempt to explain why, on the whole,
TR’s character shows to better advantage as President
than in his years out of power. “The man’s personality
. was cyclonic, in that he tended to become unstable in
times of low pressure.” The slightest rise in the ba-
rometer outside, and his turbulence smoothed into a
whir of coordinated activity, while a core of stillness
developed within. Under maximum pressure Roose-
velt was sunny, calm, and unnarurally clear. This ex-
plains why the first Rooosevelt-era was a period of fair
weather. Power became Theodore Roosevelt, and

was

absolute power became him best of all. He loved

being President and was so good at his job that the

American people loved him for loving it. TR genu-
inely dreaded having to leave the White House, and
let us remember that a third term was his for the ask-
ing in 1908, But his knowledge that power corrupts
even the man who most deserves it, his reverence for
the Washingtonian principle that power must punc-
wually revert to those whose gift it is, persuaded him to

‘make this supreme sacrifice in his prime. The time

would come, not many years hence, when fatal inso-
lence tempred him to renege on his decision. That is
another story. But the self denial that he exercised in

1908 gives us one more reason to admire Old Fifty-
seven varieties.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. How would you describe Theodore Roosevelt’s
character and personality? To what extent was he
shaped by the erd in which h& lived? What'is your
impression of his intellectual capabibities?

2. Moris suggests that TR's presidency was
stamped by his four most salient character traits or
governing impulses: aggression, self-righteousness,
pride, and militarism, What does Morris see as the
sources of each of these characteristics? How did each
characteristic affect TRs presidency? How much did
TR’s charm influence his presidency and his effect on
Americans?

. 3. What does Morris mean when he says that Theo-

dore Roosevelt’s presidency was a performance? Do
you think it was a successful or unsuccessful show, by
and large? Was TR, any the less sincere for all his
shownanship?

4. In what ways do you think TR's was a poten-
tially dangerous or risky personality for a president?
How, for example, did he regard the Constitution
when it got in the way of things he thought were
important? '

-
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5. Can you think of any presidents to compare with
Theodore Roosevelt? Could a Theodore Roosevelt
be clected in the political climate of the late twentieth
century? How would a modern-day electorate feel
about a president with such an impenetrable ego or

et e e

one who behaved with such highhandedness as Roo-
sevelt exhibited in his gunboat diplomacy off Colom-
bia? You may want to keep Teddy Rooseveltin mind
when you read about Ronald Reagan imsselection 31,
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